The minutes from the Park Board meeting held on Tuesday, January 13th, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the Community Hall.  Present:  Scott Tichy, Travis Besette, Beth Wobbema, Dawn Schnase and Kathy Walburn.

President Scott Tichy called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

Approval of previous minutes: Dawn Schnase made a motion to approve the December 8th, 2008 Park Board minutes as reviewed.  Travis Besette seconded.  Motion carried.
Community Club funding: Dawn Schnase, Scott Tichy and Kathy Walburn attended the Community Club meeting held in December.  The Community Club generously donated $250.00 towards Park Board manuals and a membership from the North Dakota Recreation & Park Association.  Kathy Walburn made a motion to become a member of the North Dakota Recreation & Park Association for 1 year and to purchase five ND Park Board manuals.  Travis Besette seconded.  Motion carried.

The Community Club reported that it has $15,000.00 set aside for playground equipment when the Park Board has a project planned.

Other Park Board funding:  Jenni Richman will research information about budgeting and setting a mill levy for the Park Board.
Treasurer:  The Park Board will open a checking account at Wells Fargo Bank with the $250.00 received from the Community Club.  Two signatures will be required to sign the checks.  Dawn Schnase made a motion to nominate Kathy Walburn, Treasurer, of the Park Board.  Beth Wobbema seconded.  Motion carried.

Park priorities:  

1) Playground equipment.  Each Park Board member was asked to bring their ideas for playground equipment to the February meeting.  The board will discuss what equipment will work best for the benefit of all the children in the community.  Several plans will be drawn up before grants are applied for.  
2) Sliding hill.  A hill would be made in the park and planted with grass for the children to climb on in the summer and sled down in the winter.

3) Hiking trail.  Plans for a hiking trail will be delayed until new playground equipment project is completed.
Grant opportunities:  Several grant opportunities are available from these entities: Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), Garrison Conservancy, ND Community Foundation, Starbucks, Lowes and Home Depot.  Jenni will contact Michelle Vetter, ND Parks & Recreation, to register the city so the Park Board will be able to access the grant from LWCF.  The board will also apply to the Garrison Conservancy for funds.
Winter Community Event:  The “Tower City Tundra Day” has been scheduled for Saturday, February 28th.  All proceeds raised will go to the Park Board.

The tentative schedule:  10:00 AM – Chili Cook Off. 11:30 AM-1:00 PM – Chili Feed.  Additional food items will be asked for through donations. 2:00-4:00 PM – Pinochle tournament. Kathy will be in charge of organizing this event. 1:30 – 3:00 PM – “Tundra Team Games”.  Teams of four (no age limit on participants) will compete in the frozen t-shirt contest, shovel relay, human sled race and “Blizzard bowling”.  Registration fee is $10.00 per team. Prizes will be awarded.  7:00 PM – Kids movie and popcorn at the community hall. Beth will visit with Tower Bar about possibly arranging for karoke in the evening.
Board members split up the responsibilities of contacting businesses for donations and planning events.  

Next meeting:  Tuesday, February 10th, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  

Adjourn:  Beth Wobbema made a motion to adjourn meeting at 9:30 PM.  Travis Besette seconded.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Jenni Richman




Scott Tichy

Secretary




President
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