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TOWER CITY, CASS COUNTY’S PROGRESSIVE CENTER
The town of Tower City is situated on the Northern Pacific at the extreme western edge of the county of Cass, state of North Dakota.  The town is one of the oldest in the state.  The extra choice land to be found in this vicinity early attracting the attention of the earnest pioneers.
Tower City was founded in 1877 and for several years grew very rapidly, becoming a distributing center for a large territory, both north and south of the track.  In the early days, shipments made here were reshipped by overland route to places as far away as Page, Hope, Lisbon and other towns.  A regular stage route was maintained with Lisbon for a number of years.  After the Southwestern branch of the railroad was built the shipments to these southern towns ceased.
To sketch the gradual growth of the town from its first shack to its present flourishing condition would be an interesting task and would no doubt make agreeable reading, especially for the older generation, but as the purpose of this issue is to place squarely and honestly before its readers the possibilities of the town and country at the present time, and not to review old times, we must pass over the history of the place.  For the benefit of those historically inclined, can refer to the brochure by W. N. Buswell dated April 1, 1899. 
Tower City, named after the multi-millionaire, Charlemagne Tower, now has a population of 500 and is the third largest town in Cass County; Fargo and Casselton alone having more inhabitants.
Its extensive trade is well shown in the article on shipments and bank clearings.
For a town of 500 people it is well equipped for all business purposes.  The hub and center is the First National Bank, said to be the most artistic bank building in the state.  Under its efficient management it handles the financing of the various local projects in a highly satisfactory manner.
On Broadway is situated the home of the W.W. King Co. a large general merchandise concern carrying as complete a line of goods as can be found in many a more populous city.  Next to the King Co’s store is the jewelry establishment of O.C. Hustad & Sons. This firm does a large local business besides its branch work in six nearby towns.  The Candy Palace operated by B.F. Hood supplies quick lunches, meals, and does general ice cream and soda water business.  The office of the Topics follows in order. This and other issues make their own announcements.  The local post office occupies a part of the Topics building.  As an indication of the development of the town, it may be said that the receipts in the post office have steadily grown during the past years until the class of the office was raised from fourth to third.
M.P. Wells and Son, General Merchandise occupy premises adjacent to the post office where they do a fine local business in their line.  The Tower City Hardware recently formed by Messers. S.F. Sherman, H.H. Roberts and D.E. Vowles handles all the usual hardware article besides carrying an extra large stock of furniture, carpets, rugs and so on.  G.A. Stevens’ lunch room and pool hall completes the business places on the western side of this block.  Next to the bank on the eastern side of the street is the A.M. Voorhees Garage and automobile repair shop.  Here is the home of the popular Buick. On the other side of the bank is the Roethke Meat Market which is written up elsewhere in this issue.  The W.J. Frederick’s barber shop takes care of the tonsorial business of the town in the building adjoining the drug store of C.M. Thompson.  Mr.  Thompson has an up-to-date pure drugs establishment and also does a big business in ice cream and soda drinks.  Over the drug store are offices of professional men, A.A. Twichell, barrister; Dr. W.F. Wieman, dentist and G.C. Hoff, M.D.
Across the N.P. tracks a row of business houses adorns the northern side of Main Street.  The Elite Hotel owned and run by Wm. Dalton gives fine service for transients besides accommodating a large number of regular boarders.
W.E. Clark, Ford autos, machinery, lumber, lands and so forth has the corner location next to the hotel where he handles large local business.  M.O. Hellickson, tho a recent addition to the business circles has already built up a fine hardware custom. J.P. Minik, tailor and furnishing has a rapidly growing trade, necessitating a recent enlargement of his shop.  Moving pictures are a recent acquisition of the city and were installed by two of our progressive young men. R.B. Hustad and H.H. Vowles in the old Foster Hall.  A. L. Starr is the progressive general merchant of the north side and is ever alert to give good bargains to his customers.  A.D. Poe, real estate, and farm seeds has offices on corner of Main and Broadway where he labors to bring the more desirable type of settler to Tower City.
Voorhees & Wagar are just finishing the construction of an electric light plant adjacent to their garage.  Adjoining the plant is the large lumber yard and general machinery shop of F.T. Rice.  Mrs. Bruns, milliner and Miss Knutson, dressmaker have apartments in the telephone building.
Five elevators—Farmers, Independent, Baldwin, Acme and the Great Western take care of the big grain output.  Other lines of work show how completely the town can meet its own needs are found in various activities including contractor Geo.Marsh; carpentering and upholstering, Wm. Galloway; dairy products, Theo. Olich; paperhanging and painting, John Miller and A. Miller; livery, Ben Gray; veterinarian, T.D. Hinebauch; blacksmithing, Jess Black, Beltman Shop; draying, Ray Moshier, Eugene Ledoux; carpentering Chas. Frost; piano teaching, Miss F. Anderson.
While the city is thus well provided for nearly all business activities there are still some things which we need here and would gladly welcome.  Among new lines of business for which there would be a good opening are, opera house, optical work, and photography.
The Commercial Club will be pleased to enter into correspondence with anyone seeking to locate in this community and to help forward with all real progressive business.
